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University of Maine at Farmington

Student-Athlete Code of Conduct 

At the University of Maine at Farmington, student-athletes are held in high regard. With this comes high standards on campus as well as within the community.  This code of conduct was created by student-athletes and coaches to illustrate the standards by which our student-athletes will comply academically, athletically, and conduct-wise while attending this institution. As a representative of his/her team and this University, a student-athlete agrees to act in accordance with the principals of healthful living, good citizenship, academic commitment and integrity, responsible team membership, and good sportsmanship.  

Student-athletes who fail to abide by this code of conduct shall be subject to disciplinary action  from the coach and/or the administration possibly resulting in a cessation of athletic eligibility.  The University understands that the severity of such disorderly conduct may vary and thus the sanctions for these actions will also vary by the class of the offense as shown below.  This system was implemented for the prevention of unsafe or harmful behavior and/or any behavior that may hinder a team from accomplishing its goals or tarnish the image of this institution. The code of conduct was also created to promote consistency in the sanctions and rulings for all in-season varsity athletes. This format provides a clear understanding of what is expected of student-athletes both on and off the competitive venue.  The format also provides our student athletes with the proper knowledge of what is expected of them when such incidents do arise.  

There is zero tolerance of any form of hazing.  Definition:  Any activity that demeans, intimidates, harassess or involves mental or physical abuse of a student-athletes/associated student workers. Examples include games drawing blood, forced/challenged/provoked eating or drinking (alcohol or anything), or any other initiation-type rituals. Regardless of consent, hazing will not be tolerated.  Any incidents of hazing should be immediately reported to the Director of Athletics. Any athlete involved in perpetrating hazing may be suspended indefinitely from participation in varsity/club athletics at UMF.

Good sportsmanship is expected of all UMF student-athletes and failure to comply with such standards, whether participating as a player or fan, shall be subject to sanctions deemed necessary by athletic administration.  The athlete may also be subject to sanctions in accordance with the rules governed by conference, league or national governing organizations. 

There are particular steps and procedures to be followed for any violation of the student-athlete code of conduct.  These procedures vary somewhat between violation classes.  The code of conduct divides violations into two classes.  Class A violations are the most serious, followed by Class B violations.

Class A Violations include, but are not limited to:

· OUI

· Providing alcohol to a minor 

· Illegal drug use

· Possession of illegal drugs

· Any felony offense as defined by state code

Class A violations will result in the following sanctions:

First Offense

· Student-athlete will meet with coach and athletics director

· The violation will be documented and kept on file

· Student-athlete will miss 20 percent of the entire season’s regularly scheduled contests.

· Student-athlete may be subject to assessment by the Center for Human Development at the discretion of the athletic administration based on the severity of the violation

Second Offense

· Student-athlete will meet with coach and athletics director 

· The violation will be documented and kept on file

· Student-athlete will miss one year of athletic competition beginning on the day after the violation occurred. 

Third Offense

· Student-athlete will be permanently suspended from athletic competition at UMF

Class B Violations include, but are not limited to:

· On-campus alcohol violation

· Consumption by a minor

· Possession of alcohol by a minor 

· Legal consumption of alcohol within 48 hours prior to competition

· Providing a place for minors to consume alcohol

Class B violations will result in the following sanctions:

First Offense

· Student-athlete will meet with coach and athletics director 

· Violation will be documented and put on file

· Student-athlete will miss 10 percent of the entire season’s regularly-scheduled contests

Second Offense

· Student-athlete will meet with coach and athletics director

· Violation will be documented and put on file

· Student-athlete will miss 30 percent of the entire season’s regularly-scheduled contests

· Student-athlete may be subject to assessment by the Center for Human Development at the discretion of the athletic administration 

Third Offense
· Athlete will miss one year of athletic competition beginning on the day after the violation

Fourth Offense

· Student athlete will be permanently suspended from athletic competition at UMF

Note: 

Depending on the timing of an offense, sanctions may carry through post-season competition and/or over to the beginning of a subsequent season of competition in the event there was not enough time remaining in the season of violation to serve out the sanction.

A senior student-athlete unable to serve out a sanction within the remaining season may face other campus sanctions up to held transcripts and/or delay in graduation.

Integrity and Responsibility:

The department of athletics does not seek out nor police student-athletes.  For this code of conduct to work in a manner that is fair for all student-athletes and teams it is essential that violations be brought to our attention by the offender and that the offender cooperate in self-reporting and face the consequences.

In-Season vs Out-of-Season:

Conduct expectations of athletes in season are specifically targeted and addressed above.  Non-scholarship student-athletes have the right to be treated the same as other students out of season.  However, varsity athletes are highly visible and their actions reflect on the department.   Coaches and/or the administration may address out of season infractions as deemed warranted.

Alcohol may not be consumed at any-time by student-athletes while on a road-trip representing UMF athletics.

Student-athletes are not to consume alcohol in athletic apparel that represents the university and/or their team.

I have read, understand and accept the terms and conditions of the student-athlete code of conduct and thereby am aware of the consequences for violating such.  

________________________________




___________________

(Name- printed)







(Date)

________________________________

(Name- Signed)








